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http://www.pathfindersji.org/

Our mission is to prevent sex slavery and to liberate enslaved women and
girls through the direct eradication of root causes. We are a thought leader
and leading impact organization working in Nigeria and with Nigerian
survivors globally to build a best practices model for the developing world.
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_ ﬂ Dear Partners,

Thank you for walking with us through a most trying year! Despite
global lockdowns and recessions, we saw our impact and
influence expand as a result of the trust we cultivated over the
years with survivors and national/global leaders. There is a lot to be
thankful for, particularly as Pathfinders turned SEVEN amidst a
global pandemic!

Like most CSOs, we were initially blindsided by the extensive
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic which resulted in us initially
having to scale back our direct services at a time when they were
most desperately needed for survivors. However, we efficiently and
successfully pivoted, innovating through government mandates,
lockdowns and quarantines in a manner that ultimately resulted in
our survivors emerging and continuing to thrive. We were glad to
have been able to continue to offer shelter at The Anchor to
survivors who were desperate for housing support.

Amongst other innovations, we launched Each One, Reach One, a
'my sister's keeper initiative that paired our survivor advocates with
at-risk women whose economic desperation was leading them to
seek smuggling outlets from Nigeria, to provide sustainable
economic support. Our COVID relief drives, which provided
immediate basic needs to our beneficiaries, emerged as a life
saving resource, along with mental health services which we
ensured were consistently available to address triggers and
trauma. Our adaptive business trainings also presented
opportunities for our beneficiaries to adapt their small businesses
to include the sale of goods/services that were in-demand as a
result of the pandemic.

We also pivoted to create PALI (Pathfinders Adult Literacy Initiative), our free adult education classes for women
and girls who were unable to return to school post-COVID (due to financial hardships) and were privileged to
publish Pathway to Prevention, our ground breaking research on recruiters of sex trafficking from Nigeria,
whereby contributing to the growing database of evidence that substantiates the face of trafficking in and from
Nigeria. Our street outreach program, The Redemption Project, also launched in 2020 to serve women who are
voluntarily in prostitution but desperately seeking a way out.

As consultants and contributors on the global stage, we continued to amplify the voices of survivors and share
learnings at the C20 Summit speaking on legislated disempowerment, at CPA UK’'s Modern Slavery Conference
2020 and at IUM’s Conference on Cross Border Trafficking: Ghana-Nigeria.

And so, as much as the world shut or slowed down, we were, with your support and partnerships, able to continue
to do our structurally transformative work that is not only changing the narrative of African women and girls, but
also disrupting the economic landscape across the continent. As part of the critical minority, | am certain that you
will conclude, as you review this Annual Report, that there was certainly much to be thankful for in 2020- the year
that afforded us all the opportunity to build back better!

Until all are free,
R. Evon Benson-ldahosa —

Founder and Executive Director RAqTT‘Pj}:X‘NPE%é PAGE 02


https://pathfindersji.org/pji-provides-action-aid-supported-relief-to-sex-trafficking-survivors/
https://pathfindersji.org/pji-conducts-action-aid-nigeria-supported-mental-health-training-for-sex-trafficking-survivors/
https://pathfindersji.org/pji-conducts-business-diversification-training-for-survivors/
https://pathfindersji.org/pathfinders-conducts-groundbreaking-research-on-recruiters-of-sex-trafficking-in-oredo-edo-state/
https://pathfindersji.org/our-executive-director-speaks-on-legislative-disempowerment-at-the-c-20-summit/
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpathfindersji%2Fposts%2F3277611562334403&show_text=true&width=500%22%20width=%22500%22%20height=%22677%22%20style=%22border:none;overflow:hidden%22%20scrolling=%22no%22%20frameborder=%220%22%20allowfullscreen=%22true%22%20allow=%22autoplay;%20clipboard-write;%20encrypted-media;%20picture-in-picture;%20web-share%22%3E%3C/iframe%3E
https://www.facebook.com/pathfindersji/photos/a.595226627239590/3294462723982620
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|WE--SU-RVI-V|-ED! e

. Documented as'stories of
Triumph,ll our "We Survived"
|-photobookcapturesthe -
| photographs cml;
_’rri—ur_nEh_cPﬁ"r_ stories of 25 of
our survivors who, amidst
| the COVID-19 globol
paﬁdemre—ﬁe#enb/ surwv|ed

but ’rhrw\ed The|r |
pﬁo’rogroﬁﬁs we

| bec:u’nfully_op’r

ltalian pho’rographer
Francesco Bellina—With- our—
survivors' consent, some of
“their phdtographs and |
stories are reflected herein.
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PAT H WAY T O “I;escue one, create a path for many

PATH PLANS
GENERATED FOR SURVIVORS

COUNTRIES
WHERE SURVIVORS SERVED

SURVIVORS
RETRAFFICKED

becoming trafficked by providing alternative economi
educating them on the dange i
trafficking.s ii
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UNITED NATIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EURDPE

OHCHR PROJECT (JAN=DEC)

20 °

SURVIVORS SERVED

With support from the United Nations' Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights, we
launched our PTF Program. Via this Project,
which commenced right at the outset of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we were able to provide
immediate humanitarian aid, as well as medical

-care, counseling, vocational skills training,

business training by certified professionals
(lawyers, accountants, mental health:therapists,
etc.), skills training and start-up capital to 20
women survivors of sex trafficking in Nigeria.

To date, all 20 Project beneficiaries have not
been retrafficked and continue to thrive in
Nigeria. With ‘supplemental support from
Pathfinders during the height of the pandemic,
they were able to overcome the worst of the
pandemic and remain on a path towards
sustainable economic independence.
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trafficked over N te to Libya in June 2017.
being ruped and-fore gnaied by her smhég er, sh

was forced o H“‘“‘“ ""

Peace was bor

months in ¢ n Libya. Thankfully, she returned
to Nigeria via:IOM's voluntary return program

and was hopeful for a new

Peace contacted Pathfinders in February
across a Pathfinders flyer offering free supp
trafficking. Excited, she contacted us, follo
received the necessary mental, medical and financial support
that enabled her to start a provisions business. Her ‘children
also received an education scholarship from Pa thfi
enabled them to return to school, an occurrence that lifted a
heavy weight off her shoulders and allowed her to focus on
growing her business.

Then came COVID-19. Faced with the reality and financial
implications of a debilitating lockdown, Peace quickly pivoted,
moving her "essential" provisions business (which was allowed
to stay open) from a commercial location to her home. With
supplemental support from Pathfinders, she focused on making
‘available products which were in high demand in the market as
a result of the pandemic and as a result, was able to see her
business continue to thrive.

efore being imprisoned for five"

inders that
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With support from Action Aid, via its Women's
—=__Voice and Leadership Project (with-support from .
Global Affairs Canada), we launched our Post
COVID-19 Freedom Project. Via this Project,
which commenced in September 2020, right as
s _Nigeria began easing lockdown restrictions and
A e (SiP_T ‘gathering limitations, we were able to provide

C Al
ol

¥2  medical care, counseling, vocatienal skills
2 training and start-up capital for 20 women

O = survivors_ of sex trafficking in Nigeria. In
e ~ addition, we were able to provide immediate
humanitarian support (food, household items,
hand sanitizers, soap, facemasks, etc.) as well as
adaptive business trainings for the Project
beneficiaries, which allowed them to quickly

pivot their business models and remain
financially viable during the pandemic.

- SURVIVORS SERVED

All 20 Project beneficiaries continue to thrive
and have not been retrafficked.
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OUR TRANSITIONAL SHELTER

___The Anchor, our 20-bed shelter facility, is the only one in

"Edo State dedicated exclusively to sex-trafficking survivors
and at-risk women. At the An hor residents are provided
with a safe place to anchor following their exit from

trafflcklhg (often abroad) and sexual V|olen¢e Residents
can stay for anywhere from six months to one vyear,
depending on their needs and circumstances. ‘Wlth 24-hour

ully operational in 2019 and has since been providing
ervices for survivors, mcludm&g adult Ilteracy classes and

iecurlty and around-the-clock staffing, the Anchor ‘became

legal, counseling and medical services. W

We were thrilled to have been able to contlﬂnue to offer
shelter services throughou tthe COVID-19 pandemic.

[
|
|
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https://pathfindersji.org/celebrate-our-founders-44th-birthday-by-helping-to-launch-our-safehouse/

THE
REDEMPTION

PROJECT OUR STREET OUTREACH PROGRAM

—_— m——— - e~ ——— — o —

l

—In_March ZOZl)AAleJaunchﬁd 'The Redemption Project,!
bur street outreach program,| after we found that some
women in Edo were deeming voluntary prostitution a
viable alternative to poverty. The program seeks to serve
women who are voluntarily trapped in prostitution but
desperately seeking a way out and an alterr‘ative path to

|

financial stability. Because most of these women are too

%:hamed to seek the assistance themselves, we take our i

|
|

upport to them- on the stre'Fts at night- offering them |
___medical, mental health and ilegal services, as well as
vocational skills training and/or start-up capital. Those
that require shelter are welcome at The Anchor, our 20-
bed shelter, located in Benin City. The program is ongoing
and has been very successful. | :

1 |
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EACH ONE REACH ONE

——

We launched this initiative, which paired 10 of our survivor advocates with 10
at-risk women (ages|18-35), in September 2020, further t(L a recommendation
by our program survivor advocates when it became clear that at-risk women in
“their local communities were actively seeking smug@l@rs and traffickers to
Ie%ve Nigeria due to the economic downturn and recession that followed the

onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. '; |
1

S =

Via this 'my S|sters keeper Project, at rlsk women are able to ‘shadow’ survivor
advocates in S|step“hood, while survivors provide mentorshlp/gwdance,
information on whefe they can get mental health/econbmic empowerment

—=support,—infermation—on—recruiters/traffickers—and—other—support. Once—

Vulnerability Indicator, a tool we developed to determine vulnerability to se
trafficking foIIowmg research conducted with over 500 survivors. Those wh

reTrred to our program, the at-risk Women are assessed via our 12-point

qualify will receive economic empowermeﬁt and mental health support as well
as basic services. Beneficiaries continue to receive on_lgomg support and
monitoring from their paired 'sister' (PJI survivor advocaﬁe) throughout their
engagement in the program. SESS—— .




ADULT LITERACY INSTITUTE

|
We launched PALI, crur Pathfinders Adult Literacy Institute| in September 2020.
These free adult education classes are geared towards providing basic education
~ for women and gir'ls;z(gﬁemlyi"ages—ﬁ*toﬂﬁ, enabling-them toread; write-and—
enunciate correctly. At Pathfinders, we imderstand that education has a ripplé}
effect on other aspects of a person’s life, im terms of the decisions and choices they
make. As such, and in alignment Wit|J_‘| our mission to generate structur:j
— transformationof both the narrative and economic landscape for African-women
and girls, PALI extends our strategic vision by educating young women while raising
awareness and enIigHtening them on the dangers of sex trafficking and other social
ills. More so, once eqdjipped with these basic educational skills, these young women
~ will maintain the capacity to express 'fher.nsﬁv‘e*?vvhéﬁe—v‘er the need/opportunity
arises and ultimately contribute to the growth and development of themselve%,
th}sir families, their careers and their local if(ommunities. l

~We currently maintain three (3) PALI locations in Edo State, the most endemic hub
for sex trafficking in Nigeria: Uzebu Community, Ogba Community and GRA. It is
our hope that providing these free classes, coupled with raisi'ng awareness about
the dangers of sex trafficking, will result in addressing one of the root causes we

have identified that results in the proliferation of trafficking in Edo: the lack of
\

aacess to life-sustaining economic opportunity and basic social services.
l !

\

-
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PATHEYNDERS

JUSTICE INITIATIVE

COVID-19 RELIEF DRIVES

In 2020, we were privileged to conduct three COVID-19 food drives for 200+
survivors and at-risk women in our programs. In addition to providing training on
how to protect themselves from COVID-19, each beneficiary received immediate
hqrhanitarian relief which included food, household items, clothing, lunch, soap, hand
sanitizers and face masks. They also received transportation stipends and some
financial support to carry them through the initial stages of the pandemic. In addition,
our counselors were all available to provide mobile services for those whose past
traumas were triggered by the isolation and solitude of the lockdowns.
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PATHEYNDERS

JUSTICE INITIATIVE

ACCESS

Our ACCESS Training Program provides:quarterly trainings
S e Sisie to survivors based on their identified needs. Our=trainings—=
in 2020 covered optimal mental health and stress
management, accounting and branding for small businesses,
legal rights, securing child support and adapting business
models.

s During ‘ACCESS trainings, survivors have access to the
5 O . 6 O internet and one-on-one sessions with sKilled professionals
_. (lawyers, doctors, psychologists, accountants, etc.) to

discuss any pain points or concerns.
SURVIVORS TRAINED PER ™ sl gt
QUARTERLY TRAINING = . .
: The trainings are also an opportunity for survivors to

collaborate and build community. We ended the year with
our annual end of year celebration that featured an
exhibition._of - the survivors' products, a graduation
ceremony for those exiting our program and awards for
outstanding performance.

e |
I
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INFLUENCING THE INFLUENCERS
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PATHFYNDERS
JUSTICE INITIATIVE

THE JUSTICE INITIATIVE

"By working with law enforcement, legislators, judges, and

-other decision-makers to create systems, policies and

- practices that close the gaps that permit trafficking, we
reduce the number of victims. Our work here is twofold:
shed light on tHése systemic gaps and close them through
training, accountability and legal advocacy. Additionally, we
organize and conduct national and international trainings
and workshops for Parliamentarians, government officials
and the general public on human trafficking and migration.
Some of our 2020 The Justice Initiative Program Highlights
are outlined in the following pages.

SPEAKERS:

PRESENTS

ONVERSATION ON
CROSSBORDER
TRAFFICKING:

GHANA-NIGERIA

DATE: THURSDAY 2020
TIME: (NIGERIAN TIME) & -

- ZOOM LINK: PASSCODE
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PATHFYNDERS

JUSTICE INITIATIVE

THE JUSTICE INITIATIVE

In light of global lockdowns and travel restrictions, we pivoted to amplify the voices of
our survivors.online, continuing to hold governments and policy makers-accountable by —=
bringing them to or joining them at the table to address the implications of COVID-19
or_'jr" gender based violence and on women and-girls. Our voices were heard at the C-20
Summit, where we addressed the legislated disempowerment of women and girls in the
developing world and at_1JM's Cross-border Trafficking: Ghana-Nigeria Conference
where we tasked border ‘officials to ensure that trafficking victims were not
criminalised. We also séfved as a consultant to the UK Home Office's Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association in co-organizing its 2020 Modern Day Slavery Conference
which targeted parliamentarians and other global policy makers. As sexual violence
against women and girls began to rise as the 'shadow pandemic' in Nigeria, we joined
our voices with the voices of other activists to demand that state governors issue a
sté_ti,e of emergency and direct funds towards protecting women and girls. Our webinar
on'_"ﬁhe subject, which included government officials, also helped to raise awareness and
proffer solutions for survivors. A

‘  Modern Day mﬁm
’

C20 Slavery Legislated R Social
SUMMIT Justice
Disempowerment

General Secretary 7 - : 'H E Director
[rltematlonal Trade > Fm nder & E utive | ' -'.i d ” Unseen UK

Union Confederation =Y W Director
F‘-‘athf nders Justice
Initiative

y
o -
& — P — - ».- r oF Eviowr ."‘I:
Executive Director \ :1T|_ E xecutive ._rl“ ef Executive e
& Pres -dt—?'_‘r of the Verite ! Ant- Slavery | =

Board of Directors Mtk notianal 14 | UTC +3
International
Initiative to End October 7, 2020

Child Labor 2:30°M - 4:00°M

(NECL) ‘

l 4 Head of the Partnerships & Advocacy PAGE 1 9
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https://pathfindersji.org/our-executive-director-speaks-on-legislative-disempowerment-at-the-c-20-summit/
https://www.facebook.com/pathfindersji/photos/a.595226627239590/3294462723982620
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpathfindersji%2Fposts%2F3277611562334403&show_text=true&width=500%22%20width=%22500%22%20height=%22677%22%20style=%22border:none;overflow:hidden%22%20scrolling=%22no%22%20frameborder=%220%22%20allowfullscreen=%22true%22%20allow=%22autoplay;%20clipboard-write;%20encrypted-media;%20picture-in-picture;%20web-share%22%3E%3C/iframe%3E

PATHWAY
TO PREVENTION

A RESEARCH REPORT ON RECRUITERS
OF SEX TRAFFICKING IN OREDO LGA
BENIN CITY, EDO STATE, NIGERIA

Editors:
R. Evon Benson-ldahosa

Suzi Chun-Turley m
Oluwole Ojewale Pﬁr NDER_S

MNnamdi Odo JUSTICE INITIATIVE




Research PrOJect aimed at empowermg and 'slave-proofing' local
communities in Edo State by deterring the recruitment of
potential V|ct|ms for sex trafflcklng by IaI recrwters (Enablers)

between potential victim! and trafﬁ "'- " could be broken, thus
reducing the incidence of sex trafficking from Edo State, Africa's
most trafficked through location. Following our Methodology
workshop and the training of our fieldworkers, the research
commenced in September 2019 and was validated and published
in September 2020. Our findings and recommendations are
available on our website: www.pathfindersji.org,

PATHEYNDERS

JUSTICEINITIATIVE
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https://pathfindersji.org/pathfinders-conducts-groundbreaking-research-on-recruiters-of-sex-trafficking-in-oredo-edo-state/

PATHEYNDERS

JUSTICE INITIATIVE

TRUTHTELLERS

Our community transformation/education project <brings awareness _to local
communities about the hidden realities of sex-trafficking, its impact, alternative
economic pathways and the power of women and girls. TruthTellers accomplishes this
through campaigns, training, seminars, daily public service announcements on radio
and monthly outreach initiatives and workshops. Additionally, TruthTellers engages

male allies as a way of building cross-gender support and breaking down cultural
norms around the devaluation of women and girls.
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PMT%ERS

JUSTICE INITIATIVE

TRUTHTELLERS

SPEAKING TRUTH TO THE SEEMINGLY POWERLESS

1.5M

REACHED DAILY VIA
RADIO PSAS U
5 STATES

M

SENSITIZED
QUARTERLY VIA
RADIO & OTHER

INTERVIEWS

- 40K

SEESITIZED REACHED ON
AN ALLY VIA SOCIAL MEDIA
COBFERENCES

£K 12

SENSITIZED REACHE
MONTHLY VIA
OUTREACHES PRIN
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CONSOLIDATED PATHFINDERS
FINANCIALS

L S

Individuals: . $45,711 7,
Foundations/Community $90,936
orgs./Corporations:
Government: = : $61,074 i s

Donated goods/services: $175,000
*incluﬁ%sl_;;(:)lf sale of assets 372,828

Government . Individuals

16.4% Se]23%

2020 NET ASSETS

Foundations

24 4% Beginning of-the year:

Donated goods/services $140,437
46.9%

End of the year:
$206,558

Change in Net Assets:

2020 EXPENSES

$66,122
Program services: o b $273,569
Fundraising: ' : % $32,250
Management and $31,509
adrﬁiﬁistration:
TOTAL: $337,328
-~ Mgmt/Admin
9.3%

Fundraising
10.4%

Prog Services

80.3%
PAGE 25
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COLLEGIATE CHURCHES

OF NEW YORK

collegiatechurch.org

UNITED NATIONS

ikicu Sl EXPERTISE B JK il <> Ic!

ags lgfd’{O[ Polic eveLopm nt

e

Foreign, Commonwealth
& Development Office

FOUNDATION

= M. NIGHT
act:onaid ° B R

SR @

. @|OM

* e UN MIGRATION VITAL VOICES
*** GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP
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info@pathfindersji.org
@pathfindersji
+234 817.612.3228
+234.817.000.PATH
+1 347.326.8332


http://www.pathfindersji.org/

